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Three supporters of the Taxpayer Protection Amendment 
stand outside after a public meeting where they saved 
Jacksonville residents from a proposed exemption for their 
local government. Alachua County residents would have 
saved on average about $500 last year under the plan.
From left: Sarah Lovett, Jeff Hunt and Victor Wilhelm Continued on page 4
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Gary R. Schor
Sentinel Staff Writers

of North-Central Florida

Plan to cap state & local gov’t moves forward 
Two subcommittees approved the his-
toric effort to reign-in taxes and spending 
in Florida, but supporters of the amend-
ment warn that special interests are trying 
to weaken the proposal.  

Jorge Romero & Paul Symons
Sentinel Staff Writers

Florida’s economic crisis worsening
 As the effects of the sub-prime meltdown sharpen and spread, analysts predict a very rough year for 
home and business owners in the state. A Florida real-estate guru and economist expects massive 
increases in foreclosures and further declines in the housing market. 
The price of precious metals is surging, however, pointing to reckless monetary policy as the main culprit. 

Alex Newman & Thomas Piorkowski
Sentinel Staff Writers

Award-winning real-estate economist and re-
searcher Jack McCabe predicted the worst 
year for Florida’s housing market in almost 

two decades. 
He told a gathering of prominent bankers, real-

estate professionals, lawyers, and investors in Sara-
sota last month that he expected housing prices to 
drop 10 to 15 percent. He also warned that foreclo-
sure rates could increase by more than 300 percent 
over last year in some Florida markets. And there’s 
more. 

“If you are here to hear happy news, I’m not 
your guy,” he told the audience, bluntly foreshad-
owing the dire nature of the talk he was about to 
give. The declining value of the U.S. Dollar has 
long foretold the crisis now gripping the American 
economy, but McCabe’s predictions will be alarm-
ing to Floridians in particular. 

Quoting speculation by the Financial Times, he 
called Sarasota the “ground zero” of the global cred-
it bust that has wreaked havoc on the markets. 

“It’s not just sub-prime loans that will default, but all ad-
justable rate mortgages issued in the last three years with 
volatile rate adjustments,” he said before noting that as home 
prices drop below note values, home-equity loans would 
“propel many long-term home-owners into foreclosure.” 

The disastrous effects of the crisis in Florida’s housing 
market have rippled through the entire economy. 

“Home equity has largely been converted to debt, with 

little savings available for consumer spending,” McCabe 
explained. The resulting combination of lowered consumer 
spending and out-of-control inflation is driving jobs out of 
the state as businesses go under, making the housing crisis 
even worse. Florida is actually shrinking. 

“Household Van Lines, Atlas, United and others have an-
nounced for the first time in their history that Florida has 
more households leaving the state than entering,” McCabe 
said, as if to prove how bad the prob-

Imagine your local government actually asking for your 
permission to raise taxes. Does it sound too far-fetched? For 
Floridians, it might not be. Taxpayers have a unique oppor-
tunity to put the brakes on the growth of state and local gov-
ernment once and for all. 

“The Taxpayer Protection Amendment is the most effec-
tive method of insuring that we get fiscal responsibility from 
our government,” said Dan Quiggle, the Florida State Chair-
man of Americans for Prosperity, one of the groups sup-
porting the plan. “It empowers citizens to have more control 
over their tax dollars and their government.” 

After the measure’s recent approval by two subcommit-
tees, it moves to the full special commission created by the 
Florida Constitution once every 20 years. The Budget 
Reform Commission has the 

Exposing 
hidden 
treasure
Obscure government documents suggest that 
local, state and federal coffers have massive 
investments of public money in the private sector 
that the public doesn’t know about. 

Every town, city, village, county, state and taxing district 
is required to have one, but if you’re like most people, 
you’ve probably never heard of it. Now, whistle blow-

ers and government watchdogs 
have drawn attention to these 
obscure financial documents 
saying that buried within them 
were revelations of unbeliev-
able amounts of public money 
invested in the private sector - 
including in media holdings.

It’s called a Comprehen-
sive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR), and even though 
a copy is usually sent to the 
media, the contents are rarely 
publicized. The 2005-2006 
report for Alachua County 
lists nearly half of a billion 
dollars worth of assets, yet local 
governments continue to demand more and more money.

It is a common public perception that there are two main 
forces at work in our society -  “on the right” we have the in-
terests of the private sector, and “on the left” we have the in-
terests of the public sector. The 

With prices and sales dropping in the real-estate market, economist Jack Mc-
Cabe predicts that foreclosures could rise more than 250% over last year.
As the crisis ripples through the economy and inflation soars out of control, 
for the first time more people are leaving Florida than are moving in.

Financial re-
ports show that 

even smaller lo-
cal governments in 

Florida have billions 
in assets that the 
public knows nothing 
about for the most 
part, yet politicians 

constantly demand 
more money. 
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Sentinel  StaffFrom the Editor:
Dear readers,
Thanks to you, The Liberty Sentinel is 

printing thousands more copies every issue and 
sending papers to subscribers across North-
Central Florida, the state and the nation. Your 
letters are inspiring, so thanks again.

The media giants that decide what news 
most people will hear don’t always have your 
best interest at heart, and they aren´t usually 
reporting with your rights in mind either. The 
USA today wondered last month on its cover 
what the meaning of the simple phrase: “the 
right of the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed” was.

If they can’t figure that out, you have to ask 
yourself what other complicated news related 
to your safety, health, freedom and well-being 
they might miss out on next. If they can’t even 
understand a simple phrase in the Constitution, 
can you really expect them to hold politicians 
accountable for violating a more complicated 
clause therein?

If it makes you wonder too, you´re 
reading the right newspaper. Spread the word, 
pass it on, get a subscription and get involved. 
Freedom isn’t free, don’t you know...

Sincerely,
The Editor
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OCALA - The Marion County Commission moved forward 
with a plan on March 3 that would sideline the proposed 
expansion of the Baseline Landfill.  The county will explore 
a proposal put forward by Commissioner Andy Kesselring 
to instead build a waste-to-
energy system using state of the 
art “plasma arc” technology. 

The goal of this system would 
be to permanently solve Marion 
County’s long-term waste 
disposal needs with a cutting-
edge system that can turn 
our waste into usable energy, 
all while having a negligible 
impact on our environment. 
In addition, the county’s waste 
disposal consultant “S2Li” 
claims the plant will be a source 
of $5 million to $12 million 
in revenue, from energy 
production and “tipping fees”.

But this high-tech solution 
doesn’t come without a hefty 
price tag - estimates range from 
100 to 180 million dollars, 
depending on the size. The 
Marion Commission will pay 
for that cost by quadrupling the annual residential solid 
waste assessment from 76 dollars per household today 
to 301 dollars by 2016, with an initial jump of 50 dollars 
followed by 25 dollar per-year increases until the fee reaches 
the target goal. Each increase would 
have to be approved separately.

Similar projects are already 
underway in Tallahassee and St. 
Lucie County, but neither is yet 
operational. Geoplasma, LLC is 
the company behind the plant in 
St. Lucie County, and the company 
expects to recoup its $425 million 
investment, funded by bonds, 
within 20 years. Revenue comes 
from the sale of electricity and 
slag, the residual material waste.  
“The company has assumed full 
responsibility for interest on the 
bonds, St. Lucie County won’t pay 
a dime,” according to USA Today. 

There are also several similar plants operational in Canada, 
Japan, and Europe. 

The proposal is not without potential pitfalls either. A 
similar plan was terminated in Hawaii after careful review. 

“After thorough evaluations, including intensive meetings 
with the proposers to review technical components of 

their plans, we concluded that 
utilizing plasma arc/torch 
would significantly increase 
the cost of waste disposal for 
Oahu and would not provide 
any environmental advantages 
to justify such cost.”, said Frank 
Doyle, Director of The City 
Department of Environmental 
Services of Oahu.

In addition, the Oahu 
report concluded that 
“landfilling of residues, or 
slag, would still be necessary.  
Proposals included intentions 
to reuse the residues, but there 
was insufficient evidence 
of feasibility. The largest 
operational facility in Japan 
is landfilling the residue from 
the plant, and thus far there is 
no evidence that the residue 
material has been accepted for 

use or application by any business or operation.”
The Oahu report further stated, “The current state of the 

technology poses potential high risks of interrupted service 
operations due to technical complications.” It also pointed 

out that despite the glowing claims made by the industry, 
“There are no plasma arc facilities of reasonable capacity, 
such as the 100,000 tons-per-year facility proposed for 
Honolulu, operating commercially anywhere in the world.” 
Some environmental scientists have warned that the residual 
substances may contain toxic heavy metals, and there are 
other potential environmental problems. The plasma arc 
technology uses both coke and coal to maintain heat, which 
contributes to the higher operating cost and depletion of 
non-renewable fuel resources.

The Liberty Sentinel hopes that as this discussion 
progresses, Marion County commissioners will weigh the 
risks, benefits, and costs of this proposal with the need for 
a long-term solution to Marion’s waste disposal needs and 
a prudent use of the citizens’ hard-earned tax dollars. If the 
claims about usable byproducts and energy are factual, a 
private industry solution seems an attractive path to follow.

Marion considering ‘waste-to-energy’ system
Supporters claim the technology could convert county’s waste 
to electricity with little impact on environment. Detractors note 
that similar projects have been led by private industry, but the 
proposal in Marion would cost taxpayers at least $100 million.     

Gary R. Schor
Sentinel Staff Writer

This aerial shot of the Coventry waste-to-energy facility in 
Warwick shows a similar project to the one proposed for 
Marion County by Commissioner Andy Kesselring. One 
potential problem with the plan according to critics is that it 
would cost taxpayers hundreds of million while the revenue 
could go to private interests. The facility recovers electricity 
and heat from garbage, relieving pressure on landfills.  

Local Events
March 15, Sat.
Tin Can Tourists 
8am-8pm, Archer Historic Downtown, Vintage 
Campers & motor coaches, free concerts, bake sale, 
BBQ, arts & craft s, community-wide yard sales. (352) 
495-2603 www.archerchamber.com/tincantourist.
html

March 17, Mon.
Taxpayers Action Group of Marion County  
6:00pm, All Marion taxpayers invited, but space is lim-
ited. Call Roy at 352-840-0009 to reserve a seat. Ocala 
Public Library. www.TAGMarionCounty.org

March 18–19, Tues & Wed.
We Th e People March on Tallahassee  
In conjunction with the Constitution Society. Trip to 
Tallahassee in order to let government servants know 
that they expect them to follow the Constitution. For 
more information please contact Dean Taff el at (561) 
687-8002

March 22, Sat.
ASME Car Show — 9am–1pm, University of Florida, 
Commuter Lot. Supports the American Cancer 
Society, by the UF American Society of Mechanical 
Egineers.

March 24, Mon.
John Birch Society — 7:00pm, Gainesville, Lloyd 
Bailey’s Scuba & Watersports (3405-B NW 97th Blvd) 
www.LloydBaileysScuba.com (352) 332-0738

March 25–26, Tues & Wed.
RLC at the Capitol: Annual Grassroots Lobbying 
Meet with dozens of legislators, including the leader-
ship of both houses and the governor’s offi  ce, as part 
of the Republican Liberty Caucus of Florida. For 
more info or to RSVP, call John Hallman at (561) 
392-4432.  www.RLCFL.org

March 28, Fri.
Libertarian Party of Alachua County — 7:00pm, 
Gainesville, Kazbor’s Grille (4860 NW 39th Ave.) 
www.LPAlachua.org (352) 327-3443

March 29, Sat.
6th Annual Gainesville Jazz Festival — 8:00pm, 
Andreas Oberg in Concert. Mr. Han’s Restaurant & 
Night Club (6944 NW 10th Pl # 1)



Respect • Pride •  Glory Bound 

anthem tattoo
352.395.6789 102 SW 6th St
myspace.com/anthemtattooparlor www.anthemtattoo.com

Continued from front page
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in

authority to place the amendment on the 
ballot without legislative or judicial approv-
al, but it must pass with 17 votes in the 25-
member body. If it is approved by the com-
mission and then by voters in November, 
increases in local and state taxes or spending 
would be tied to population growth and in-
flation. It would also prohibit any tax or fee 
hikes unless they met voter approval.   

Florida’s economy in particular is in 
dire straights as taxes soar to all-time highs. 
While many candidates have presented their 
plans to get us out of the current recession, 
most economists agree that the immediate 
prospects for the state’s economic future 
look bleak. But, supporters of the measure 
say the amendment would help revitalize 

the economy. 
“Our real estate market and our economy 

cannot continue to thrive unless we enact 
necessary and substantial tax reform,” Quig-
gle said. “The Taxpayer Protection Amend-
ment is the only proposal that has proven to 
limit the excessive growth of government 
and ensure fiscal responsibility on both the 
state and local level.” 

While most economists believe the cur-
rent crisis is due to the sub-prime mortgage 
debacle and the Fed’s monetary policy, there 
is more to the story.  The mortgage crisis has 
exposed the irresponsible fiscal behavior of 
our local, state and national governments. 

Government’s fiscal and economic activ-
ities can be compared to a person’s finances.  
Everybody has to budget their income; when 

people want some-
thing but don’t 
have the money 
for it, they either 
borrow or save. If 
an individual per-
petually spends 
more than he or 
she makes, it will 
eventually lead to 

bankruptcy.  All levels of government work 
in a similar fashion, the only difference be-
ing that they can always take more of your 
money. When governments overspend or 
need to repay a debt caused by past over-
spending, they simply give themselves more 
income. This translates to higher taxes for 

you and me. People have to follow different 
rules though - since most can’t get a raise 
whenever they want, they have to manage 
their income properly. 

So, how can government become more 
fiscally responsible?  The answer for many 
Floridians is this amendment. The plan is 
Florida’s version of a Tax and Expenditure 
Limitation like Ronald Reagan’s proposition 
1 and Colorado’s Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR). While proposition 1 was de-

feated at the polls in 1973, TABOR has been 
in place in Colorado since 1992 producing 
very favorable results. Before adopting its 
own version of the amendment, the state 
ranked 43rd nationally in economic growth 
per capita. Since then, they’ve ranked 7th. 
Colorado also ranked 33rd nationally in job 

growth, but since TA-
BOR they’ve ranked 
6th. 

Today, taxes in Flor-
ida are at an all time 
high. In the last few 
years state and local 
taxes have captured at 
least 10% of the state’s 
income. 

“Some citizens are being taxed out of 
their homes and others are being taxed out 
of the state entirely,” noted Quiggle. “Had 
this proposal already been in place, the av-
erage Alachua County resident would’ve 
saved over $500 in taxes last year.“ 

Supporters in Florida want to hold their 
government officials accountable for the cur-
rent economic situation.  The TPA would do 
just that, they say. Requiring voter approval 
for tax increases would severely undermine 

politicians’ ability to waste money. 
Investing surplus government rev-
enue in emergency funds would 
also help deal with downturns in 
the “business cycle.” If the funds 
already have enough, the money 
would be returned to taxpayers.   

 “Many special interests are 
pressuring these commissioners 
to weaken our proposal,” accord-
ing to Americans For Prosperity. 
“Currently, it looks like it is going 
to be very close.” 

If The TPA is approved by 
Florida’s Budget Reform Com-
mission, Tallahassee better hold 
on in November. Angry Florid-
ians burdened by skyrocketing 
property taxes say they have had 
enough.  One Florida economist 
compared the impending show-
down to rich parents not handing 
any more money to their spoiled, 
overspending, unappreciative 
kids.  They will moan, cry, kick, 
and scream - but eventually they 
will learn to value and conserve 
other people’s money.  

  

Florida Taxpayer Protection Amendment gaining steam 

Before adopting its own version of the amend-
ment, Colorado ranked 43rd nationally in eco-
nomic growth per capita. Since then, they’ve 
ranked 7th. Colorado also ranked 33rd nation-
ally in job growth, but has since ranked 6th. 
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WORLD’S SMALLEST POLITICAL QUIZ
How do you stand on PERSONAL issues? 20  10  0
∆Government should not censor speech, press, media, or Internet. A    M    D
∆Military service should be voluntary. There should be no draft. A    M    D
∆There should be no laws regarding sex between consenting adults. A    M    D
∆Repeal laws prohibiting adult possession and use of drugs.  A    M    D
∆There should be no National ID card.    A    M    D
SCORING 20 for every A, 10 for every M, and 0 for every D:                    
 

How do you stand on ECONOMIC issues? 20  10  0
∆End “corporate welfare.” No government handouts to business. A    M    D
∆End government barriers to international free trade.   A    M    D
∆Let people control their own retirement: privatize Social Security. A    M    D
∆Replace government welfare with private charity.   A    M    D
∆Cut taxes and government spending by 50% or more.  A    M    D
SCORING 20 for every A, 10 for every M, and 0 for every D:                    

Mark your PERSONAL score on the lower-left scale; your ECONOMIC score on the lower-right. 
Then follow the grid lines until they meet at your political position. The chart shows the political group 
that agrees with you the most. Liberals tend to value personal freedom. Conservatives tend to value 
economic freedom. Libertarians value both.

ARE YOU A LIBERTARIAN? 
Libertarians believe in, and pursue, personal freedom while maintaining personal responsibility. 
Libertarians strongly oppose any government interfering in their personal, family and business 
decisions. Essentially, we believe all Americans should be free to live their lives and pursue their 
interests as they see fit as long as they do no harm to another.

See where you stand on the new political spectrum!

SUGGESTED READING:  The Law by Frederic Bastiat, Free to 
Choose by Milton Friedman, Libertarianism: A Primer by 
David Boaz, Libertarianism in One Lesson by David Bergland.
SUGGESTED WEBSITES:  The Cato Institute - cato.org, Reason 
Magazine - reason.com, DownsizeDC.org, FreeStateProject.
org, The Libertarian Party - lp.org, Republican Liberty 
Caucus - rlc.org, Libertarian Party of Florida, lpf.org

Political ad paid for by the Libertarian Party of Alachua County — www.LPAlachua.org — (352) 327-3443 

It is strange the way the winds of politics 
sweep some off their feet, and others to 
great heights. Barack Obama is a powerful 
speaker, and certainly the media darling of 
this campaign. 

He has the support of Hollywood insiders 
like David Geffen and George Clooney, 
and has won political support from such 
seemingly diverse corners of the ideological 
spectrum as the Edward Kennedy and 
Matthew Dowd, Bush’s chief campaign 
strategist in 2004.

Obama is selling himself as the “change” 
candidate, but what do we really know 
about him? Actor Ben Affleck said that he 
supported Obama, but wasn’t quite sure 
where he stood on the issues. Shouldn’t we 
all know what kind of “change” a presidential 
candidate stands for before we let him lead 
the nation?

Obama is an attractive candidate and 
America is crying out for something 
different. Senator Obama certainly looks 
different. “Obama” certainly sounds 
different. He’s not a “Clinton” or a “Bush”, 
which is certainly a relief for some. But is 
he really different? If he is so different, why 
then do the powers of the status quo seem 
so pleased with a man that we really know 
so little about?

In this short column I’ve tried to peel 
back the veil on the Senator’s rise to power. 
Frankly, I’m not very impressed.

Obama is being sold as an anti-war 
candidate. Calling for an immediate end to 
the War in Iraq may be popular, but peace 

activists may be sorely disappointed with 
the plans President Obama has for the 
American military.

He’s not calling for an end to military 
adventurism; he is just calling for an end 
to this particular war at this particular time. 
In his own words he called for “a phased 
withdrawal of American forces with 
the goal of removing all combat 
brigades from Iraq by March 31st, 
2008”. While he has since pushed 
back his target date for withdrawal 
until 16 months after he enters office, 
he has not changed his plan and says 
he intends to “leave behind residual 
force.”

He goes further to say “This 
administration’s first Secretary of 
Defense proudly acknowledged that 
he had inherited the greatest fighting 
force in the nation’s history. Six years 
later, he handed over a force that has 
been stretched to the breaking point, 
understaffed, and struggling to 
repair its equipment. Two-thirds 
of the Army is now rated “not 
ready” for combat. 88% of the 
National Guard is not ready to 
deploy overseas, and many units 
cannot respond to a domestic 
emergency. Our men and women in uniform 
are performing heroically around the world 
in some of the most difficult conditions 
imaginable. But the war in Afghanistan 
and the ill-advised invasion of Iraq have 
clearly demonstrated the consequences 
of underestimating the number of troops 
required to fight two wars and defend our 
homeland. That’s why I strongly support the 

expansion of our ground forces by adding 
65,000 soldiers to the Army and 27,000 
Marines.”

Senator Obama is still leaving open the 
option of future use of preemptive force, 
saying “No President should ever hesitate 
to use force – unilaterally if necessary – to 

protect ourselves and our vital interests 
when we are attacked or imminently 
threatened. But when we use force in 
situations other than self-defense, we should 
make every effort to garner the clear support 
and participation of others.”

Talk like that might send peace activists 
running to Ralph Nader or Dennis 
Kucinich, but lest this hawkish stance 

provide comfort to conservatives – look to 
Senator Obama’s latest contribution to the 
senate agenda, the “Global Poverty Act” 
(S.2433). This legislation would commit 
the U.S. to spending 0.7 percent of gross 
national product on foreign aid. This 
amounts to (about) 91 billion dollars a year, 
all to fund the United Nations’ “Millennium 
Development Goals”. Once in the hands 
of U.N. bureaucrats, the U.S. would have 
little control over how the money was 
spent, thereby bringing “taxation without 
representation” into the now.

These are just two issues that should 
give potential supporters of Barack Obama 
pause, whether they identify with the left or 
the right. For those on the left, Obama offers 
a tepid commitment to peace, and no clear 
commitment to restoring our eroded civil 
liberties or repealing The Patriot Act. For 
those on the right, Senator Obama has no 
plan to peel back the layers of regulation that 
is choking our health care system, no plan to 

secure our boarders, and no plan to stop 
the explosion of illegal aliens.

For all Americans, Senator Obama 
has no plan to stabilize the falling dollar, 
no plan to fully fund Social Security, no 
plan to achieve energy independence, 
and no plan to stop the destruction of 

the middle class at the hands of transnational 
globalist entities like the UN, NAFTA, The 
WTO, and the coming North American 
Union.

It’s great that Senator Obama looks 
different from the other candidates, but it is 
more important that he be different; glossy 
oratories wrapped around more of the same 
just won’t cut it.

The Real Obama: A warning to liberals and conservatives 
Ward Hegock
Sentinel Staff Writer

Obama is running on a platform of “change,” but what 
exactly does he mean? The establishment press is swoon-
ing over his campaign but his ties to the notorious Coun-
cil on Foreign Relations are never mentioned.
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lem was. 

Another alarming economic indicator 
was released by the University of Florida re-
cently: consumer confidence is at its lowest 
point in 16 years. 

“Consumer confidence in Florida reflects 
the same conditions 
we had during the re-
cession of 1990-91,” 
said Chris McCarty, 
director of UF’s Sur-
vey Research Center 
at the Bureau of Eco-
nomic and Business 
Research. “The coun-
try is not far behind.” 

Builders, develop-
ers and their suppliers 
will continue to go out 
of business as “walk-
out cancellations” of 
condo buyers rise to 
over 50 percent, Mc-
Cabe forecasted. He 
said that 2008 would 
be remembered as 
the year of the “great 
condo meltdown,” 
particularly in South-
Florida. 

More positive ana-
lysts like Lawrence Yun believe that the mar-
ket will hit rock bottom and start improving 
sometime this year. The senior economist 
with the National Association of Realtors 
expects an eventual up-tick in prices and 
sales as developers cut back inventory by up 
to 70 percent and the declining dollar brings 
new foreign buyers. 

McCabe disagreed, saying it was only the 
“bottom of the third inning in this correc-
tion cycle. Look out below.” 

He also explained that the market fiasco 
will keep the legal establishment busy. 

“Expect indictments of lenders, apprais-
ers, brokers and speculators for mortgage 
and real estate fraud,” McCabe said after 
warning that fallout from the housing mar-
ket would lead to a massive increase in law-
suits as well. 

The Problem: 

Despite the tremendous damages in-
flicted on Florida’s economy, there will be 
money made as the dust settles. According 
to McCabe, “vulture buyers” including pri-
vate equity and investment banks will begin 
to buy up large amounts of real-estate at ex-
tremely discounted rates. 

“Think 2002 prices,” he predicted. Once 
again property owners lose and banks win. 

To add insult to injury, inflation has made 
the U.S. Dollar worth far less now than it was 
in 2002. It’s worth less today than the Cana-
dian Dollar, and it’s only getting worse. 

McCabe’s references to soaring inflation 
rates shouldn’t surprise anyone who follows 
the economy or The Liberty Sentinel, but 
his claim that Florida’s inflation rates are the 
highest in the nation was more troubling 
news for Floridians already concerned with 
retaining the value of their earnings through 
these turbulent times. 

But what is the root cause of the eco-
nomic woes? Why did the housing market 
collapse and why are people’s savings and 
income constantly losing value? The answer, 

according to many economists, is the un-
constitutional Federal Reserve. 

Even the Founding Fathers warned 
against such an institution. 

“I believe that banking institutions are 
more dangerous to our liberties than stand-
ing armies,” said Thomas Jefferson. “If the 

American people ever 
allow private banks 
to control the issue of 
their currency, first by 
inflation, then by de-
flation, the banks and 
corporations that will 
grow up around them 
will deprive the people 
of all property until 
their children wake-up 
homeless on the conti-
nent their fathers con-
quered.” 

The current eco-
nomic mess started 
when central-planners 
at the Federal Reserve 
Bank cut interest rates 
and flooded the econ-
omy with artificially 
cheap credit. As al-
ways, bubbles form in 
various markets while 
inflation runs wild and 

the new money tries to find a place to settle. 
There could be no more perfect example of 
a bubble than Florida’s over-heated hous-
ing market of several 
years ago. The cur-
rent economic crisis 
is a perfect example 
of what happens 
when a bubble pops. 

For an example 
of the effects of in-
flation, consider 
the surge in gaso-
line prices in recent 
years. The increased 
money supply leads 
to higher prices and 
reduced purchasing 
power in the global 
market as more dol-
lars chase the same 
amount of goods and 
services. 

This particular cri-
sis traces its origins 
to former Fed Chairman Alan Greenspan’s 
reign. His policies pumped enormous sums 
of money into the economy that were creat-
ed out of thin air. This resulted in an artificial 
over-abundance of easy credit that misled 
the housing market and led to overproduc-
tion. When the market began to correct it-
self, Florida ended up with a lot of houses it 
didn’t need. 

The establishment is once again try-
ing to pin the blame on free-markets and 
the “business cycle,” but the real problem 
lies not with capitalism according to most 
economists. The idea of a strong central 
bank with a monopoly on credit is actu-
ally one of Karl Marx’s 10 planks. America’s 
central-bank happens to be a private entity 
composed of and controlled by its primary 
shareholders, but the practical effects are the 
same: the transfer of wealth from the people 
to the rulers. 

The fiat-money system operated by the 
Fed has been called the biggest fraud in 

human history by critics. It creates money, 
loans it out as debt, and then charges the 
people interest to use it. Nothing backs the 
resulting debt except the people’s labor and 
property, coupled with the government’s 
ability to seize it. 

The bleak economic prospects facing 
Florida and the nation coincide with a con-
spicuous soaring in the price of precious 
metals, yet another common symptom of a 
crisis in monetary policy. Investors search-
ing for safe investments to avoid the effects 
of inflation are driving up the price of com-
modities. 

A respected Australian newspaper not-
ed that gold “comes to its own in a crisis 
– and this is one.” The article reports that 
some experts predict gold prices could hit 
$2,000 per ounce; astonishing considering 
that gold was at $400 a few years ago and as 
of March 7 is worth close to $1,000. 

The report in ‘The Australian” also sug-
gests that the cost of the Iraq war could 
be playing a role in driving up the price of 
gold and hurting the already struggling U.S. 
economy. Nobel-prize winning economist 
Joseph Stiglitz estimates that the total will 
eventually surpass $5 trillion. 

Though there may be other secondary 
factors at play such as over-taxation and 
over-regulation, the Fed and its monetary 
policy are primarily responsible for the 
housing crisis ravaging Florida. 

The solution: 

With the 
economy floun-
dering, pres-
sure is mount-
ing as critics 
of the Federal 
Reserve point 
out that the 
“ b o o m - a n d -
bust” business 
cycle is actually 
created by its 
manipulations 
of the money 
supply. CNBC’s 
economics guru 
Jim “Mad-Mon-
ey” Kramer re-
cently blasted 
the institution 
and called for 

an official investigation into its role in the 
real-estate crisis. 

Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) has also been a 
fierce critic, saying the Fed’s “inflation tax” 
was hurting the poor and destroying the 
middle class. He also accused the Fed of 
being more secretive than even the C.I.A. 
during an appearance on Kramer’s CNBC 
show. 

Paul has introduced a resolution in Con-
gress that would abolish the Federal Reserve 
and restore sound, constitutional money. A 
wide coalition of supporters has started in-
undating representatives with instructions 
to shut down the private bank, but the spe-
cial interests that control it will not give up 
without a fight. 

Paul’s bill is in line with the beliefs of 
Thomas Jefferson, who said; “The issuing 
power [of money] should be taken from the 
banks and restored to the people, to whom 
it properly belongs.” 

Millions of Americans understand the 
cause of the nation’s inflationary woes and 
have petitioned to have the Fed shut down. 
But if Congress won’t listen, gold and other 
precious metals still offer the ability to serve 
as both an alternative medium of voluntary 
exchange and as a safe haven from this pe-
riod of rampant inflation. 

The Liberty Sentinel gladly accepts gold 
or silver as payment for advertisements and 
subscriptions. Trading of precious metals 
among those protesting the Federal Reserve 
System is becoming more common around 
Florida and the nation. As a bill in Congress 
stands poised to abolish the Fed, activists 
are urging citizens to lobby their represen-
tatives to support Ron Paul’s proposal. Un-
til then, they say, try to avoid using paper 
Federal Reserve Notes. Though it may seem 
like a distant goal, activists say that as the 
economy continues to worsen, real money 
will prevail.

Gold soars as critics blast Fed for Florida’s housing crisis, rampant inflation 

Federal Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke 
is under increasing pressure as talking 
heads, economists and politicians call for 
investigations and perhaps an end to the 
unconstitutional institaution altogether.
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The price of gold has more than doubled and 
continues to rise as reckless monetary policy 
destroys the value of the dollar.

The value of houses continues to slide despite ram-
pant inflation as the bubble created by the Fed’s 
market manipulations deflates. Experts forecast 
another bad year for Florida’s real estate market 
with some estimates predicting declines in prices of 
10 to 15 percent.



PRESERVING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 
& NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE

 “�ese united Colonies a�, and of Right ought 
to be Free and Inde�ndent States … We hold these 
Truths to be self-evident, that a� Men a� created 
equal, that they a� endowed by their Creator with 
certain unaliena�e Rights, that among these a� 
Life, Li�rty, and �e Pu�uit   Haine�.”
       — Declaration of Independence, 1776

The Declaration of Independence established the 
independence of both the original 13 American colonies and 
these united States of America that they together formed a 
decade later.

The Declaration proclaimed that our personal rights come 
from God, not from government.

The John Birch Society endorses the timeless principles 
of the Declaration of Independence. The Society also labors 
to warn against and expose the forces that seek to abolish 
U.S. independence, build a world government, or otherwise 
undermine our personal liberties and national independence.

RESTORING THE CONSTITUTION

    “�at to secu� these Rights, Governments 
a� instituted among Men, deriving their ju� 
Powe� �om �e Consent   the Governed.” 
  — Declaration of Independence, 1776 

The Constitution of the United States of America instituted 
the government that secures our God-given rights.

The John Birch Society endorses the U.S. Constitution as 
the foundation of our national government, and works toward 
educating and activating Americans to abide by the original 
intent of the Founding Fathers. We seek to awaken a sleeping 
and apathetic people concerning the designs of those who 
are working to destroy our constitutional Republic.

“THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY is one of very few organizations 
dedicated to restoring the Constitution and the American 
way of life to United States citizens. Membership is open to 
people from all walks of life, who want to live in a society free 
of government interference in their daily lives. I urge every 
American to join us in the fight to save our nation — before 
it gets too late.”
— Fred D. Marshall

“THANK GOODNESS for those, such as members of the 
John Birch Society, who are unashamed to advocate love of 
country, defense of our nation, and an abiding commitment 
to our Constitution.”
— Former Congressman Helen Chenoweth-Hage of Idaho

JBS.org
Freedom has an address

The John Birch Society
Standing for Family and Freedom

“Less Government, More 
Responsibility, and — With 
God’s Help — a Better World”

Find out more from your local chapter:
Lloyd Baileyʼs Scuba & Watersports
3405-B NW 97th Blvd, Gainesville, Florida 32606
(352) 332-0738
www.lloydbaileysscuba.com



As Florida prepares to officially celebrate 
home education this March, home-schoolers 
in California are preparing for a legal battle with 
the state government. 
A judge there ruled last 
month that only state-
accredited teachers may 
educate children, citing 
a decades-old ruling that 
said children must be 
trained in “loyalty to the 
state.” 

“Parents do not have 
a constitutional right to 
home-school their children,” Justice H. Wal-
ter Croskey asserted in the Feb. 28 opinion, 
blatantly ignoring the 9th amendment to the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence which states that people’s natural rights 
are derived from their Creator, not a piece of 
paper.

The unanimous ruling by California’s 2nd 
District Court of Appeal stated that everyone 
between the ages of six and eighteen must be 
instructed by somebody “who holds a valid 
state teaching credential for the grade being 
taught.” 

The decision has made activists in Florida 
very nervous despite Governor Charlie Crist 
declaring ‘Home Education Week’ from March 
30 to April 6. Florida’s regulations are still be-
coming more complicated and numerous as 
school officials continue to terminate “non-ap-
proved” home-schooling programs. They also 
say judicial activism is out of control.

Gov. Crist did help assuage some Floridians 
fears when he stated that “home education 
has become an official educational option in 
the State of Florida” and that “parents have 
ultimate authority and responsibility for the 
care and education of their children.” He also 
noted that Floridians benefit from reduced 
educational costs. 

“Most children who are home-educated ex-
hibit self-confidence, good citizenship, excep-
tional academic test scores, higher than aver-
age college attendance and success,” Crist said 
in his proclamation, citing two decades worth 
of studies.

But in the controversial decision that observ-
ers have called the most draconian trampling 
of parents’ rights in the nation’s history, the 
California judge disagreed – only the “educa-
tional system” can teach “good citizenship.”  

“The educational system is to train school 
children in good citizenship, patriotism and 
loyalty to the state and the nation,” Justice 
Croskey wrote, quoting from a 1961 case on 
a similar issue. 

California’s Republican Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger blasted the court’s decision 
and promised to restore parents’ rights.

“Parents should not be penalized for acting 
in the best interests of their children’s educa-
tion,” he said. “This outrageous ruling must 
be overturned by the courts, and if the courts 
don’t protect parents’ rights then, as elected 
officials, we will.”

The Homeschool Legal Defense Associa-
tion has also leaped into action, charging that 
“if the opinion is followed then California will 
have the most regressive law in the nation and 
homeschooling will be effectively banned.”  

The case that ignited this battle stemmed 
from a child welfare dispute involving the 
children of Los Angeles County couple Phil-
lip and Mary Long of Lynwood. Their eight 
children have been home-schooled by Mary 

Long and enrolled in a private school through 
an independent study program that included 
quarterly home visits by school officials. If the 
decision is not overturned, the Longs said they 
may appeal to the California Supreme court - 
even the U.S. Supreme court if necessary. 

Though the ruling may be put on hold during 
appeals, the stakes are still very high. Count-
less parents could be prosecuted if the decision 
stands. But with the Pacific Justice Institute 
estimating the number of home-schoolers in 
the state at over 150,000, the protests already 
gathering steam at the California Department 
of Education are expected to continue inten-
sifying.  

Kathy Furukawa is a teacher and a mother of 
three. Her classroom is her Los Angeles home. 
While admitting that it takes a lot of time and 
dedication, she told The Liberty Sen-
tinel that she is very pleased with the 
results of her home schooling experi-
ence. 

“I don’t think I would give up home 
schooling,” she said. “If the law re-
quired me to get a degree, I would def-
initely consider moving out of state.”  

Furukawa doesn’t want to spend four years 
to get a “teaching credential” to keep home-
schooling Aubrey, 11, Paige, 13, and Evan, 14.  
She doesn’t think she needs to.

“Six days a week, I have my children study 
math for two hours, writing for one hour and 
reading for two hours. I have my children read 
classic literature that is centuries old, so their 
vocabulary is very advanced for their age,” she 
said. “Nobody out there is doing what they’re 
doing.” 

Evan already travels around the country for 

public speaking. Aubrey is an accomplished 
ballerina. 

The children are also enrolled in plenty of 
extracurricular activities like Boy Scouts, and 
they frequently socialize with other kids that 
share similar values. 

Lenora Tuazon is a home-schooler with 
three children in Diamond Bar, California, but 
unlike Furukawa, she has the now-mandatory 
state certification. Despite being credentialed 
herself, she disagrees with the ruling and feels 
like it could be a response to the challenging 
competition home education has presented 
for government schools over the years. 

“I think overall it’s a threat to the public 
school system. There is no way it can compete 
with the one-on-one attention home-school-
ing provides,” she said. “Thirty-five kids in a 
public school classroom versus one-on-one 
with home-schooling just can’t compare; it’s 
like apples and oranges.” 

Many parents educate their kids at home 
for religious or moral reasons, while concerns 
about safety, peer pressure and the increased 
focus on standardized tests motivates others. 
All of them believe they can offer their chil-
dren a superior education than government or 
even private schools. 

Analysis and research reveals that home-
schooled students are often years ahead of 
their peers in terms of education. They are 

usually among society’s most educated. In fact, 
14 U.S. presidents have been home-schooled.  
Many of the world’s most important inventors 
were too - Thomas Edison, Benjamin Franklin 
and Alexander Graham Bell to name a few. 

Students educated at home are so advanced 
that many jurisdictions have even banned 
them from participating in local spelling-bees. 
Apparently pupils of government schools just 
can’t compete.

But many government-school advocates and 
officials criticize the home-schooling move-

ment, claiming that children 
educated outside of the sys-
tem can suffer from a lack of 
socialization. Studies actually 
point to the opposite.

Dr. Thomas Smedley, an 
expert in education, actually 
believes that home-schoolers 
have superior social skills - 
and his research supports the 
claim. He conducted a 
study in which he adminis-

tered the Vineyard Adaptive Behavior Scales 
test to identify mature and well-adapted be-
haviors in children. Home learners ranked in 
the 84th percentile compared to government-
schooled students who were drastically lower 
in the 23rd. 

When the Direct Observation Form of the 
Child Behavior Checklist was administered by 
education researcher Dr. Larry Shyers to iden-
tify 97 problematic behaviors in two groups of 
children, regularly-schooled students exuded 
eight times as many anti-social traits as their 

home-schooled counterparts. This lies in di-
rect contrast to claims that only exposure to 
campus life leads to proper socialization. 

Despite all this, a nationwide survey con-
ducted by The Barna Group shows that 
80 percent of Christian families still send 
their children to government schools. Only 
nine percent of those children were found 
to believe in moral absolutes. About 83 
percent of them had adopted a “Marxist-
Socialist worldview,” the group reported.   
This court case is also not the first time Cali-
fornia has dealt with the home-schooling is-
sue. In 2002 the state Superintendent of Public 
Instruction claimed home education was ille-
gal and that she would “enforce the law.” Right 
now there are no provisions in California law 
that address home-schooling, but activists fear 
proposals like Schwarzenegger’s could include 
new regulations and restrictions. The state is 
also in the process of striking current laws that 
prohibit government teachers from “indoctri-

nating students” and “promoting com-
munism” at school.

One activist noted that the series of at-
tacks reminded him of a quote by Vladi-
mir Lenin: “Give me just one generation 
of youth and I’ll transform the whole 
world.”

Home-schooling is still a popular op-
tion in Florida as the dismal results of gov-
ernment education continue becoming more 
apparent. According to the state’s department 
of education, over 50,000 families educate 
their children at home - almost 3,000 just in 
Alachua and Marion counties alone. On top 
of that critics of the figures claim they are 
under-reported by as much as half. A newspa-
per article called “Home Schooling a Growing 
Trend” from Daytona Beach’s ‘Florida News-
Journal’ reports that about 40 percent of Flor-
ida home-schoolers register as private schools 
under different Florida statutes, meaning that 
the state’s figures are probably well below the 
true amount. 

Even one of Florida’s icons - Tim Tebow - 
was home-schooled until reaching college. 
Last year he led the Florida Gators to a nation-
al championship as he became the first under-
classman to win the Heisman Trophy.

After the California court’s ruling, activ-
ists in Florida are warning parents to stay on 
guard against similar attacks here. The national 
movement is also pushing for a Constitutional 
amendment as the Senate considers a U.N. 
treaty that critics say would further strip away 
the rights of parents.

The words in the recent ruling are uncan-
nily similar to notions expressed by officials 
in Germany; a country where homeschool-
ing has been outlawed since 1938 under a law 
adopted when the state decided that only it 
could educate the minds of German youth. 
Everyone knows how that turned out. 

For the sake of Florida’s home-schoolers, 
activists are encouraging everyone to get in-
volved. It may be home-schoolers today - but 
it could be you next.  

  

Florida Celebrates home-sChooling, CaliFornia Court bans it
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Cristopher Arias & Alex Newman
Sentinel Staff Writers

Republican Governor Charlie Crist issues ‘Home Education Week’ 
proclamation for the Sunshine State one day after a controversial 
ruling by ‘activist’ judges in California sparks outrage. 

Tim Tebow, the University of Florida’s Heisman Trophy-winning 
quarterback, was also one of more than 50,000 home-schooled stu-
dents in the state. Alachua and Marion counties alone have some-
where around 5,000. The Florida Gator played football with a local 
high-school team in Ponte Vedra, Florida, and he is seen here walk-
ing off the field during a game against the University of Tennessee.  

A nationwide survey conducted by The Bar-
na Group shows that 80 percent of Christian 
families still send their children to government 
schools. Only nine percent of those children were 
found to believe in moral absolutes. About 83 
percent of them had adopted a “Marxist-So-
cialist worldview,” the organization reported.   



Arthur Konstantino is seeking medical professionals and 
practitioners to distribute this 100% natural and safe 
answer to a weak immune system. For once, you can 
have hope for your patients. Your only reason to respond 
is to truly help your patients and your family.

• Patented Bio-active Micro-Algae Complex extracted from Spirulina
• Supports Optimal Immune Function
• Promotes Natural Killer (NK) Cell Production
• Stimulates and boosts the early warning mechanism of the body’s 
   first line of defense
• Accurately enhances and strengthens an appropriate immune system response
• Helps reduce inflammation throughout the body
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Obscure local & state gov’t reports reveal assets worth billions  
Continued from front page
logic behind a mixed economy is that these 
two forces must be balanced so that neither 
gains dominance over the other.

 “A mixed economy is a mixture of free-
dom and controls with no principles, rules, 
or theories to define either. Since the intro-
duction of controls necessitates and leads to 
further controls, it is an unstable, explosive 
mixture which, ultimately, has to repeal the 
controls or collapse into dictatorship,” wrote 
free-market philosopher Ayn Rand when she 
warned of the dangers of a mixed economy.

A growing number of activists supported 
by a gargantuan body of evidence now fear 
that Rand’s most dire predictions are com-
ing to pass.  The evidence contained in the 
CAFRs suggests that the public and private 
sectors are far more intertwined than most of 
us could possibly imagine.

So where do all of our tax dollars go? 
We’ve all heard stories of 500-dollar ham-
mers and multi-million dollar “bridges to 
nowhere” – extravagant wastes to be sure, 
but our government also collects a lot of 
money. When our tax money goes unspent, 
it is often invested into our private financial 
markets.

Determining exactly how much money 
our government collects takes more than a 
little guessing. The “official” proclamation 
is that all levels of government take in 26% 
of GDP (gross domestic product), but that 
figure doesn’t include moneys set aside for 
pensions, Social Security and Medicare. 
Nor does it include fees, fines, and 
other sources of income like interests 
and dividends on monies that have 
been invested in the public name. 
One thing is certain – when we 
combine the dollars collected and 
held at all levels of government, the 
figures are truly astronomical. For 
example, the 2004-05 CAFR for 
Florida’s Turnpike reveals total as-
sets of 5.7 billion dollars - no, that’s 
not a typo. The 2005-06 CAFR for 
the St. Johns Water Management 
District which provides the water 
for both Gainesville and Ocala states 
“assets exceeded total liabilities by 
$802,767,800”. Even small counties 
in Florida had CAFRs for the same 
year listing billions of dollars in assets. 
 Advocates of smaller government 
say most fair-minded Americans ac-
cept the idea of paying enough taxes 
to cover essential services, but they 
don’t want the kind of society where 
government is allowed to tax in ex-
cess and accumulate wealth to such 
unbelievable extremes.

A query for “CAFR” on any prominent 
search engine, returns sparse results, at 
least when the results are limited to news 
stories. Perplexing, especially when one 
considers that there is a CAFR for every in-
dividual government in the United States.  
There are also separate CAFRs for quasi-gov-
ernmental entities like The Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, school boards, 
and special taxing districts. That is a lot of 
CAFRs.  Yet “Google,” named for a number 
followed by 100 zeros, turns up a scant 12 
news stories for all of those Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Reports.

To be fair, CAFRs aren’t very excit-
ing reading material. They are as dry and 
clinical as one would expect accounting 

spreadsheets to be. But the virtual 
absence of even a passing mention 
of these important financial docu-
ments in the news media is at least 
strange, especially given the amount 
of money they involve, and even 
more so considering that copies 
of these CAFRs are routinely sent 
out to all the major media outlets. 
Comprehensive Annual Finan-
cial Reports are public knowl-
edge, especially so here in Florida 
where the “Sunshine Laws” de-
mand openness in government. But 
some inquisitive Florida residents claim 
that examining our CAFRs in great de-
tail led to some unwelcome repercussions.  
A concerned Floridian spoke with The Lib-

erty Sentinel about his investigation into the 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Reports 
of Florida and a few of its municipalities. 
The events he alleges took place were truly 
shocking. Simple, lawful requests for infor-
mation were responded to with intimidation 
and profanity. He and his colleagues were 
followed. Cars parked outside their homes, 
monitoring their every move. Threatening 

phone calls were received at all times of the 
day and night. It was only when his children 
were threatened that he decided to drop his 
research. 

Before he backed off, he managed to 
find some interesting data. Most notably, he 
found discrepancies between the declared 
assets of the year 2002 and 2003, which due 
to new accounting procedures (generally ac-
cepted governmental accounting principles 
or GAGAP), were reduced by as much as 
50%.

“Where did the other 50% of the people’s 
assets go, and why are they hiding it from us?” 
he asked. “When they speak to the public 
regarding these funds, they call them ‘rainy 
day’ funds – when they talk amongst them-

selves they refer to it as their money,” he said. 
Pressured by their persistence, one state ac-
countant is alleged to have explained that the 
hidden money was used for secret govern-

mental operations. They also claim 
that they were never able to find 
that man again.

Least we think that this is all 
the realm of cloak and dagger, the 
first week of March 2008 saw the 
opening of the Graham Center for 
Public Policy on the campus of the 
University of Florida. The press 
release on the event essentially 

confirms and admits virtually every “theory” 
presented here.

“As the role of governments continues 
to increase (socialism), as the lines between 
public and private sectors blur (corporat-
ism), and as globalization continues at a rap-
id pace (the destruction of our laws and sov-
ereignty), it becomes important for students 
to acquire an appreciation for the issues gov-
ernments address, the moral dilemmas they 
face, and the solutions they seek.”

These flagrant attacks on American laws 
and traditions are all taken as a given, while 
the most basic and obvious question remains 
unasked; are these fundamental changes a 
good idea for our nation and should they be 
allowed to continue unhindered?

Walter J. Burien, nicknamed “CAFR 
Man,” led the charge to expose this shadow 
economy, so carefully hidden in plain sight 
back in the late 90’s. 

“I’ve had thousands of phone calls from 
people all over the country,” he said. “I’ll get 
a call from New York, ‘Walter, I just got the 
New York through-way Comprehensive An-
nual Financial Report. They had $31 billion 
in liquid investment funds and -they’re still 
charging us.’ I’ll say, ‘Don’t worry about it.’ 
I’ll get a call from Anchorage Alaska, ‘Walter, 
I just got our Comprehensive Annual Finan-
cial Report for our city. They’re making $100 
million more a year than they’re showing 
on their budget report.’ I’ll say, ‘Don’t worry 
about it.’ I said, ‘Stop focusing in on a leaf, 
branch or tree in the forest. Start focusing 
in on the forest; understand the principle of 
operation of the forest. There are ten thou-
sand of these operations going on all over the 
country.’”

Florida blogger “Todd and in Charge” 
summarizes, “It is a mistake to look at govern-
ment and big business as binary, or distinct, 
at least as these concepts apply to America 
today. There is a ruling class of elites that run 
certain very large global businesses. They uti-
lize the power of government to ensure their 
business goals are met and stability is main-
tained. This is most evident in countries like 
China or Russia.  In America, it is only slight-
ly more obscured. These elites move effort-
lessly in and among business, government, 
and other institutional structures, including 

think tanks and more global institutional 
concerns like Carlyle Group.”

The shocking extent of public owner-
ship in private equity can be seen as trou-
bling for any number of reasons, but the 
public ownership of the media is particu-
larly disturbing. The First Amendment 
protects the freedom of the press, but how 
can the press be free if controlling inter-
est in the media is held by the government, 
and that control is buried beneath the 
cloaked and interlocking web of financial 
entanglements contained in the CAFRs? 
If corporatism/fascism leaves ownership in 
private hands, yet subjects that ownership to 
heavy regulation by the state, and commu-
nism is defined by outright state ownership 
of businesses, then what should the current 
system be known as – a system wherein the 
state both (largely) owns and regulates the 
activities of private businesses, and the truly 
private sector is an ever dwindling and en-
dangered minority? It seems we need a new 
word.

The United States of America fought 
World War II to stop the spread of fascism. 
We shouldered the cold war for another 50 
years to keep the tyranny of communism at 
bay. Now when it seems the failed doctrines 
of statism and tyranny should be left to the 
dustbins of history, our leaders are moving 
forward at breakneck speed to embrace those 
very same systems we sacrificed so much to 
guard against. If that is so, who really won the 
battles of the last century?

What can we conclude from all of this? 
How much of our private markets does 
our government own? No one knows for 
sure, but some have put that figure (con-
servatively) near 50%. How much money 
is that? Somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 40 to 60 trillion dollars, a figure which 
doesn’t include the vast land and natural 
resources also held by the government. 
There is both good news and bad news in 
this information. The good news is that our 
government, far from being broke and facing 
perpetual debt, is rolling in money. The bad 
news is that access to, and control over those 
funds seems to be dictated by a so-called 
“Shadow Government.” There is virtually 
no likelihood that “we the people” will be 
allowed any benefit from or access to these 
monies.

A full and complete accounting for these 
funds is owed to the American people. Yet it 
seems unlikely that we can expect that infor-
mation anytime soon. What we can expect is 
more of the same; more obfuscations – more 
distortions – more omissions – more cries 
for higher taxes and more controls – less 
freedom – and an ever-faster spinning of the 
revolving door between high-ranking gov-
ernment jobs and high-paid corporate posi-
tions. 

The 05-06 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
for Alachua County showed evidence of almost half 
of a billion dollars in assets that the general public 
knows little or nothing about. The document seen here 
comes from the county’s library. The seal from the 
Government Finance Officers Association of the U.S. 
and Canada Corporation is another oddity that has 
attracted curiosity.

“A full and complete 
accounting for these funds 
is owed to the American 
people.”

Buried under the covers of these local governments’ financial reports lies revealing information 
about public investments that has led to explosive allegations from critics and investigators. 
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Shelby Sharpe
Guest Columnist

The Battle for the Family: No-Fault Divorce at Fault
�e greatest war ever waged in this 

country is currently under way against the 
American family, and it´s increasing in in-
tensity. So far, more families have been de-
stroyed as a result of this war than all of the 
military con�icts in which this nation has 
been engaged. All indications are that the 
casualty rate will increase over the balance 
of this century. �is is a strange war because 
the number one “ba�leground” giving rise 
to the greatest number of casualties is largely 
uncontested territory.

No-fault divorce 
is the number one de-
stroyer of families. No-
fault divorce statutes 
are present in all ��y 
states and none are 
currently being seri-
ously tested within the 
court system. Tragical-
ly, the Church in America is virtually silent 
concerning this issue. None of the major de-
nominations have targeted this ma�er with 
a view to pressuring legislators to remedy it.

Last year in the state of Texas, several 
Legislative commi�ees investigated the im-
pact of gambling on the family. Yet, there 
was not one legislative commi�ee in the 
United States which did an investigation of 
the impact of no-fault divorce on the family. 
Such an investigation would reveal, among 
many other things, the cost to the taxpayers 
in the proliferation of courts and their sup-
port personnel to handle these divorces and 
related ma�ers such as child support and 

custody issues. A return to the fault-based 
divorce laws would eliminate perhaps four-
��hs of these courts and their personnel.

Economically, divorce is a disaster for 
the family. One of the spouses, if not both, 
usually end up facing extremely di�cult �-
nancial problems. �e cost of dealing with 
the physical and emotional problems aris-
ing out of divorce are astronomical. Adults 
and children involved in a divorce have a 
greater than 90 percent probability that they 
will experience medical problems requiring 
medication or treatment a�ributable to the 
stresses of the divorce.

Job perfor-
mance and educa-
tional development 
are also signi�cantly 
a�ected. Recently, a 
teacher of remedial 
reading for elemen-
tary school students 
asked her students 
how many of them 

had experienced a divorce of their parents. 
Every hand went up in a class of twenty-six. 
None of these students has a learning dis-
ability necessitating remedial reading help.

Chief Justice Brown, writing for the Su-
preme Court of Texas, in Grisgby vs. Reib, 
declared that: “�e contract of marriage is 
the most important of all transactions. It is 
the very basis of the whole fabric of civilized 
society.” �ese words were wri�en in 1913 
and are as true today as they were then. We 
have seen the consequences of not honoring 
the wisdom of these words.

In 1948, the �rst Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of Texas wrote in She�eld 
vs. She�eld one of the most prophetic mes-
sages on the importance of protecting mar-
riage. Chief Justice Hemphill noted that the 
happiness of married life “depends upon 
its indissolubility” and that government is 
charged with responsibility that no marriage 
is dissolved for “light or trivial causes.”

He stated that “the prospect of easy sep-
aration foments the most frivolous quarrels 
and disgusts into deadly animosity.” �is is 
precisely what has 
happened in the 
United States. Judge 
Hemphill made the 
concluding obser-
vation that when 
husbands and wives 
know they cannot 
end their relation-
ship for frivolous 
reasons, “they be-
come good hus-
bands and wives; 
for necessity is a 
powerful master in 
teaching the duties it imposes.”

�e absurdity of a “no-fault” approach 
to se�ling marital disputes is clearly dem-
onstrated by considering the results if such 
reasoning were to be translated to other con-
tractual (covenantal) relationships. What if 
the civil government, ordained by God to 
enforce voluntary contracts, simply ceased 
to do so? What if all questions concerning 
business contracts were to be resolved on 
the basis of “no-fault transactions,” in which 
no party could be held responsible for its ac-

tions?
It is precisely this question of responsi-

bility which is at issue here. God holds all 
people accountable for their behavior be-
fore Him (II Corinthians 5:10); the civil 
government, as the administrator of God’s 
justice in the public arena, must also view its 
citizenry as responsible for their actions. If a 
divorce is to be granted, it must be because 
the behavior of one (or both) of the spouses 
is in such clear violation of God’s standard 

as to warrant the 
dissolution of the 
marriage; not be-
cause they “want 
out,” “found some-
body else,” or have 
“irreconcilable dif-
ferences.”

Will God’s peo-
ple speak out and 
take action or will 
we allow this in-
justice to continue 
unchecked? �e 

Bible states clearly in 
II Chronicles 7:14 that the destiny of our na-
tion and of the families that compose it rests 
upon the shoulders of believers, not the 
unbelievers. If we are to see the healing of 
our families, we must give a�ention to such 
life-threatening disorders as this. Like it or 
not, we will be accountable before God in 
this ma�er.

Shelby Sharpe is an a�orney practicing in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He serves as general counsel for the 
Southern Baptists of Texas.

Outraged yet? Contact your State Senators and Representatives!
 After all, how can they represent you if they don’t know what you stand for?

Rep. Larry Cretul (R-22)
Parts of Alachua, Levy, Marion
larry.cretul@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-0887
322 �e Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (352) 873-6564
6911 SW Highway 200
Ocala, FL 34476-9210

Rep. Charles Chestnut  (D-23)
Parts of Alachua, Marion
charles.chestnut@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-5794
1301 �e Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (352) 955-3083
3131 NW 13th Street, Suite 33
Gainesville, FL 32609-2177

Rep. Kurt Kelly (R-24)
Part of Marion
kurt.kelly@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-0335
1101 �e Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (352) 732-1313
315 South East 25th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34471-2689

Rep. Hugh H. Gibson (R-42)
Parts of Marion, Lake, Sumter
hugh.gibson@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-5991
200 House O�ce Building
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (352) 750-1671
916 Avenida Central
�e Villages, FL 32159-5704

Rep. Joe H. Pickens  (R-21)
Putnam and parts of Marion, Bradford, 
Clay, Lake, Volusia
joe.pickens@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-0665
214 �e Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (386) 312-2272
3841 Reid Street, Suite 5
Palatka, FL 32177-2509

Rep. Debbie Boyd (D-11)
Gilchrist, Lafaye�e, Suwannee and parts of 
Alachua, Columbia, Dixie
debbie.boyd@my�oridahouse.gov

Capitol O�ce:
Phone: (850) 488-9835
1401 �e Capitol
402 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1300

District O�ce:
Phone: (386) 454-0803
95 NW 1st Avenue
High Springs, FL 32643-2653

Senator Steve Oelrich (R-14)
Alachua, Gilchrist, Union, Bradford and 
parts of Marion, Levy, Columbia, Putnam
oelrich.steve.web@�senate.gov

Tallahassee O�ce:
Phone: (850) 487-5020
Senate O�ce Building, Room 310
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

District O�ce
Phone: (352) 375-3555
4131 Northwest 28th Lane, Suite 4
Gainesville, FL 32606

Senator Evelyn J. Lynn  (R-7)
Parts of Marion, Clay, Putnam, Volusia
lynn.evelyn.web@ �senate.gov

Tallahassee O�ce:
Phone: (850) 487-5033
Senate O�ce Building, Room 212
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

District O�ce:
Phone: (352) 694-0160
151 SE Osceola Ave, 3rd Floor City Hall
Ocala, FL 34471-2148

If you’re not sure which districts you are in, they 
appear on your Florida voter registration card. If your 
representatives aren’t on this list, you can find them 
on www.MyFloridaHouse.gov and www.FLSenate.gov. 
Go to these sites often, and keep tabs on what they’re 
up to.

Are they upholding the Constitution, defending 
liberty, and honoring your rights? If not, hold 
them accountable! Tell them you’re reporting 
their bad behavior to The Liberty Sentinel, a 
patriotic newspaper with a readership of over 
10,000 astute Floridians. Then tell us about it.

�is info sponsored by a concerned citizen 
who hopes you’ll become one too.

“What if all questions concerning 
business contracts were to be 
resolved on the basis of ‘no-fault 
transactions,’ in which no party 
could be held responsible for its 
actions?”
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Minuteman 
Tool Repair  
& Supply, Inc.

1-866-6MINUTE
www.MinutemanTool.com

57 Epping Rd, RT 27, Exeter, NH 03833

We’ve been in business for over 16 years, and our 
staff has years of previous experience in the tool repair 
trade. Our people devote their time to serving your tool 
needs, not pushing papers. Let us help you, and you’ll 
experience why we have such a great reputation for fast 
service, competitive prices and skilled workers.

We add an extra year to all 
manufacturer’s warranties!

Call us or shop online to save big 
on repairs, reconditioned & used 
tools, supplies & accessories! 

We’ll ship straight to you

…Your child forced to question the 
  faith you have raised him or her in

…Your child prohibited from prayer

…Your child encouraged to 
  engage in sexual behavior

…Your child required to learn  
  about ‘alternative lifestyles’

…Your child’s problems ‘solved’ 
  with psychoactive drugs

…Your child placed daily in physical danger

…Your child force-fed ‘New Age’ 
  philosophy and subjective morality

…Your child indoctrinated to believe in socialism

Public schools are devastating our youth 
academically, spiritually, and morally. Gangs 
run rampant, illiteracy is epidemic, and 
teachers indoctrinate rather than teach.

Please, think of the children: 
Get them out of government schools!

Imagine...

Unfortunately, you don’t have to imagine.

GET THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TODAY! 
CALL (352) 216-1703 OR EMAIL RD@WB4ME.COM

Congressman Richard G. Renzi, from 
Arizona’s first congressional district, and 
his associates James W. Sandlin, 56, of 
Sherman , Texas and Andrew Beardall, 36, 
of Rockville, Md., Renzi’s business associate 
were indicted by federal authorities in late 
February, according to a Justice Department 
report obtained by the National Association 
of Chiefs of Police.

The indictment charges Renzi, a 
Republican, and Sandlin in 27 counts with 
honest services wire fraud, extortion and 
money laundering, and conspiracies to 
engage in these acts, based on Renzi’s active 
involvement in the sale of Sandlin’s property 
in Cochise County, Ariz. to a participant in 
a federal land exchange proposal.

The indictment alleges that Renzi and 
Sandlin previously owned land together in 
Kingman, Ariz. and that in 2003, Sandlin 
bought out Renzi’s interest for $200,000 and 
a note for $800,000. The indictment further 
alleges that in 2005, at a time when Sandlin 
still owed Renzi $700,000 in principal on 
the note, Renzi insisted that two separate 
entities doing business in Arizona purchase 
Sandlin’s property in exchange for his 
support on land exchange legislation. 
The indictment also alleges that Renzi 
failed to disclose to either entity Sandlin’s 
$700,000 debt to him; that after the second 
entity purchased Sandlin’s property, 
Renzi failed to disclose to that group the 

$733,000 he received from Sandlin at the 
commencement and close of escrow in the 
spring and fall of 2005; and that Renzi failed 
to disclose to Congress his earnings from 
Sandlin in his 2005 financial disclosure 
statement.

Also, the 
indictment traces 
the manner in 
which Renzi 
and Sandlin 
used the alleged 
proceeds of the 
above unlawful 
activities for their 
own personal and 
business use.

The remaining 
counts of the 
i n d i c t m e n t 
charge Renzi 
and Beardall 
with violations 
of federal 
insurance laws, 
by embezzling 
over $400,000 
in insurance 
p r e m i u m s 
from the trust 
account of the 
Patriot Insurance 
Agency, Inc., a 
business owned 
by the Renzi 
family in Santa Cruz County, Ariz., to fund 

his first Congressional campaign in 2001 
and 2002, and by subsequently making false 
statements to influence state regulatory 
investigations.

“Public corruption creates a cynicism 
for government and unfairly 

stains legions of honest public 
servants,” said Alice S. Fisher, 
Assistant Attorney General 
in charge of the Criminal 
Division. “These charges 
represent allegations that 
Congressman Renzi defrauded 
the public of his unbiased, 
honest services as an elected 
official.”

Among the allegations 
contained in the indictment, 
Congressman Renzi misused 
his public office by forcing a 
land sale that would financially 
benefit himself and a business 
associate, and in so doing, 
he betrayed the trust of the 
citizens of Arizona,” stated U.S. 
Attorney Diane J. Humetewa.  
“All individuals, regardless 
of office or title, will be held 
accountable before the law.

stated FBI Special Agent in 
Charge John E. Lewis.

“Regardless of one’s status 
or position, when a public 
official elects to betray the 

public’s trust for personal gain, the very core 
of how and why our system of government 

operates is immediately and negatively 
impacted. Restoring the faith and trust in 
how our government is supposed to operate, 
at all levels, is of paramount concern today 
as is evidenced by the present indictment,” 
stated FBI Special Agent in Charge John E. 
Lewis.

Convictions for honest services wire 
fraud and extortion each carry a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine 
or both, and a wire fraud conspiracy carries 
a maximum penalty of 5 years in prison, a 
$250,000 fine or both.

Convictions for a money laundering 
conspiracy and concealment money 
laundering each carry a maximum penalty 
of 20 years in prison, a fine of $500,000 or 
twice the value of the money at stake, or 
both. 

A conviction for the use by Renzi and 
Sandlin of the alleged proceeds, known as 
transactional money laundering, carries a 
maximum penalty of 10 years in prison, a 
fine of $500,000 or twice the value of the 
money at stake, or both. Convictions for 
false statements to an insurance regulator 
and misappropriation of insurance 
premiums each carry a maximum penalty of 
10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine or both, 
and a conspiracy to commit these insurance 
offenses carries a maximum penalty of 5 
years in prison, a $250,000 fine or both.

 
Jim Kouri is  the fifth vice-president of the 
National Association of Chiefs of Police and he’s 
a staff writer for the New Media Alliance.

Congressman and Associates Nailed for Extortion, Money Laundering
Jim Kouri

Sentinel Contributing Writer
VP National Association of Chiefs of Police

Republican Congressman Richard G. 
Renzi and his associates were indicted by 
federal authorities. The indictment charges the 
representative from Arizona with wire fraud, 
extortion, money laundering and conspiracies to 
engage in these acts based on shady land deals 
uncovered by investigators. 
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Name:     ____________________________
Address: ____________________________
        ____________________________
        ____________________________
Phone (optional):  _____________________
E-Mail (optional): _____________________
Comments? _______________________________________________

Enclose a check or money order for a minimum of $9 addressed to Liberty Sentinel Media, Inc. 
to receive a half-year subscription. Your donation helps us to expand, bringing a pro-freedom 

analysis to thousands more!

Subscribe to The Liberty Sentinel

Send to:
Liberty Sentinel Media, Inc. 

P.O. Box 14973 
Gainesville, Florida 32604 

 
or use a credit/debit card or bank 

transfer online at
http://www.libertysentinel.org/subscribe

I’m going to give away my age here when I mention 
a song you might have heard recorded by Anne Murray 
called “A little good news.” The lyrics went something like 
this: 

“I rolled out this morning
Kids had the mornin’ news show on

Bryant Gumbel was talkin’ ‘bout the fighting in Lebanon
Some senator was squawkin’ ‘bout the bad economy

It’s gonna get worse you see, we need a change in policy
There’s a local paper rolled up in a rubber band
One more sad story’s one more than I can stand

Just once how I’d like to see the headline say
“Not much to print today, can’t find nothin’ bad to say”, 

because
Nobody robbed a liquor store on the lower part of town
Nobody OD’ed, nobody burned a single buildin’ down
Nobody fired a shot in anger, nobody had to die in vain

We sure could use a little good news today
I’ll come home this evenin’

I’ll bet that the news will be the same
Somebody takes a hostage, somebody steals a plane

How I wanna hear the anchor man talk about a county fair
And how we cleaned up the air, how everybody learned to 

care…

It peaked at # 74 on the Pop chart in 1983 while hitting #1 on 
the Country chart. I think it did so well because it had a message 
that everyone could relate to. Yet, it was a song that filled our 
hearts with both hope and doubt at the same time. Hope that 
maybe- just maybe it could happen; but doubt that it ever would. 
Mostly because of the reality of the world we lived in. Even in the 
1980’s when it was recorded, before cyberspace 
and cell phones, at the dawn of microwaves and 
microchips, we were still filled with doubt yet 
yearning for hope. In the twenty-first century we 
are no different. We still hold out for hope. We 
still seek - through means we deem viable - Good 
News.

I want to let you to know that there is good 
news today! It goes beyond the glass half full or 
half empty theory, beyond tarot cards, rabbit’s 
feet or four leaf clovers. The Bible is full of Good 
News, but one specific passage I frequently find 
comfort in simply states: Finally, brothers, whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things (Philipians 4:8).

Clearly we are to think about the good things in our life. Fill 
your minds with loveliness. Think about what is true: family, 
love, loyalty. About what is right: friendships, honesty, freedom. 

About what is pure: a newborn baby, a fresh picked peach 
from your garden, a walk in the park, crisp mountain air. 
Whatever is lovely: your bride, your children, a field of 
flowers, a sunset over the ocean. Whatever is admirable: 
your husband, a soldier that’s just returned home, a single 
mother, a father working two jobs. Whatever is excellent 

or worthy of praise. I like to sum it up 
to say whatever is beautiful- think on 
these things. Your list may be different 
than mine, but I promise that if you 
look, you’ll find the beauty in your 
life. Focus on those things. There is so 
much ugly in the world. Focus on the 
beautiful.

Throughout the day, especially 
when I’m down and out, I find myself 
listing the lovely, looking for the true, 
pure, goodness in my little world. I 
often steer my mind toward these 
things. And believe it or not, where 
there once was doubt, I find solace 
and peace. It comforts me to know 
there is hope - especially on those days 

when I really could use a little good news.
c. michelle bryant is the author of the devotional book 

God, are You listening? www.godareyoulistening.com

There’s good news today
Michelle Bryant

Sentinel Contributing Writer

Local students battle University for transparency in public investments 

GAINESVILLE - Local student activists 
with the University of Florida’s Responsible 
Endowment Coalition (REC) have recently 
taken on an ambitious campaign to change 
the way the public University handles the 
people’s money. 

The REC campaign always appealed to 
me because of its potential to bring together 
people from all sides of the political spectrum 
with its almost universal message. Florida’s 
campaign was first hatched by a handful of 
students who wanted to identify university 
investments in companies that they felt were 
acting unethically or illegally.

The most obvious place to begin the search 

was with UF’s 1.2 billion dollar endowment. 
We soon found out that UF has absolutely 
no transparency or accountability when it 
comes to its endowment, despite being a 
public university. This would seem to be in 
contradiction of Florida’s Sunshine laws, but 
UF found some creative ways around this.

You see, it’s not a public university 
that’s doing the investing; it’s a private 
corporation created 
by the university 
that’s investing the 
money. Actually, 
if you wanted to 
be technical, it’s a 
private corporation 
(University of Florida Investment 
Corporation) created by a private 
corporation (UF Foundation) created by a 
public university that is investing what will 
always be public money.

Our initial position was that UF needs 
to fully open up its books to public scrutiny, 
but in hindsight this was a somewhat naïve 
stance to take. UF fears transparency for two 
reasons, one that’s rather reasonable and 

another that’s quite objectionable. 
The reasonable reason is that UF’s 

endowment has shown such amazing 
results (22% growth last year) that full 
transparency might invite copy-cat investors, 
thereby watering down our success. The 
objectionable reason is that investment 
transparency invites advocacy groups seeking 
to ensure UF’s money is not invested in such 

and such a way. 
Of course, at a public 
university, discourse 
about the role of the 
university in society 
(including the 
principles guiding 

its investments) is a healthy practice, but we 
still had to appease their first fear. 

Our solution turned out to be the exact 
same model used by several prestigious 
private universities with endowments several 
times our size: we called for the creation 
of an independent committee of student, 
faculty, and alumni representatives to advise 
UF’s Board of Trustees on the responsible 
investment of UF’s endowment. 

This elected committee would have full 
transparency, but would be bound not to 
disclose any trade secrets. Their meetings 
would be open to the public, and their 
recommendations to the Board (and Board’s 
responses) would be in the public domain.

Additionally, the public would have full 
retroactive transparency, in that the entirety 
of the previous year’s holdings would be 
made available to anyone curious enough to 
ask for them.

We collected signatures and eventually 
got a referendum question on the last student 
government election ballot. In the election, 
81% of voters indicated their support for 
the creation of our proposed advisory 
committee. And why shouldn’t they? With 
UF positioning itself as a leader in the area 
of green technology and with a mission of 
“operating to promote the public good,” 
there is a lot of room for us to examine how 
our investments live up to these values.

03-08

Skeet surrency
Sentinel Contributing Writer

UF Responsible Endowment Coalition

“It’s not a public university that’s 
doing the investing; it’s a private 
corporation created by the university 
that’s investing the money.”
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The Liberty Sentinel meets the Free Mag-
nolia,

It was a pleasure meeting y’all at the 
Olustee Park.  Hope y’all enjoyed the Free 
Magnolia as much as I enjoyed the Liberty 
Sentinel.  Sorry you had to find out the hard 
way that out 1st Amendment rights have 
been compromised.  It is great to see the 
youth of America is waking up.  There could 
be hope for us yet.

The article on voter fraud was excel-
lent.  Josef Stalin said, and I quote, “Those 
who cast the votes decide nothing, those 
who count the votes decide everything”.  So 
as long as the votes are counted out of the 
sight of citizens, the elite can continue to 
put whomever they so desire in office, and 
the U.S. empire will continue on its path to 
becoming a third world nation.

For your readers who do not understand 
why when they vote the Democrats out and 
put in Republicans, and vise versa, nothing 
changes,  “Our Political Systems” by Dr. A. 
H. Krieg is a must read.  For people who 
think that the U.S. can survive as an empire, 
“Civil War Two” by Thomas W. Chittum is 
an eye opener.

Once again, it was a pleasure meeting 
y’all.  I wish we could have had a little more 
time to talk, but things just hit the fan to 
fast.

Michael Creel
North Florida

League of the South

Election fraud,

I loved the article in your last issue about 
what really backs the U.S. Dollar.

Please check out www.VoteBankAccount.
com for the future of honest elections, which 
is the only way we will get an honest candi-
date elected. Built-in independent recount, 
unhackable by design. The only reason elec-
tion officials didn’t build an election system 
like this is because they want to be able to 
steal the election.

We are beta testing the entire audit pro-
cess now, in order to be ready for November, 
as well as recount other “official” state/pre-
cinct results before then. I’d love to get the 
New Hampshire Data in here...or Precinct 
14 in Texas...funny how Ron Paul’s congres-
sional results appear in John McCain’s col-
umn in the Presidential race. Points to an 
unusually high level of schizophrenia in the 
Precinct 14 population...

Please tell your readers to put their vote 
in a safe place, so we can catch and prosecute 
the corrupt election officials for vote theft.

       
 Marjorie Miller 

Austin, Texas

Solution?

Nice paper. The only catch is the lack of 
solution (so far). You, me, we all still use the 
worthless paper currency as if it had value, 
while complaining about it. We all do the 
biding of the “masters.” If you can help figure 
a way to get a universal value (life sustain-
ing and supporting ecological reality backed 
totally free trade) currency into world wide 
distribution, that others could trade the war 
based currency for; where the top of the 
pyramid supported the bottom instead of 
their greedy dynastic selves at the “top,” we 

could universally work 6 hours per year and 
have our needs met. Other towns have script 
like this, and it woks well locally. We need an 
international script backed by TRUTH. We 
still live in Plato’s Republic where artists and 
poets are banned. We still live in Plato’s cave 
and listen to his “noble lies.” We may have 
one life to live, and it would be nice to live 
it FREE. 
 

Fred Ressler,  
Hawthorne, Florida

Willie Nelson and the truth,

You guys there talk about Willie Nelson and 
his ideas as if he wasn’t right but let me tell 
you that I’ve been researching this for years 

and he’s 100% right. Now I’m not saying I 
know what really happened that day either 
but I am saying that it is super obvious now 
that the government is lying and covering 
stuff up. Why the heck didn’t they fire peo-
ple if this was incompetence? Why the heck 
won’t they answer simple questions?
Think about it for a little while because when 
you do you realize that since then we have 
had three wars and a patriot act, everything 
suddenly starts to make sense.
Willie is right and while I don’t appreciate 
the article sounding like it looks down on 
him though I do want to send kudos for at 
least talking about the issue. That is how you 
can tell what newspapers and radio stations 
are owned by the establishment because 
they act like we don’t exist. You admitted 

in your article that even the scientific polls 
show that people are waking up, and even 
though people are mad about the war it 
doesn’t have anything to do with what they 
think about that.
Anyways lots of blessings and go do some 
research on the internet. That patriotsques-
tion911.com is a great Web site and if this 
letter gets printed please leave it in so people 
can figure out themselves what they think.

Jeannie Lovett
Orlando, Florida

Please send letters to the editor to edi-
tor@libertysentinel.org or by mail to Lib-
erty Sentinel Media, Inc. P.O. Box 14973, 
Gainesville, Fla.




